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Greetings from JAGFC President and Board Chair

Dear JA Supporters,

While the past few school years have brought incredible difficulties to our community, 
we at Junior Achievement of Greater Fairfield County are turning these challenges into 
opportunities. We are dedicated to providing essential learning experiences for the 
students and schools most in need. Our commitment to diversity, equity, and inclusion 
(DEI) is the cornerstone of our mission, as we advance greater economic opportunity 
for all.

Inside, you will see what we have achieved over the past year. With the help of our 
dedicated volunteers, donors, and supporters like you, we are unleashing the power  
of possibility for our students.

Bernadine Venditto			   Michael Steinharter
President, JA of Greater Fairfield County 	 Chair, JA of Greater Fairfield County Board of Directors

Mission and Vision
Junior Achievement of Greater Fairfield 
County (JAGFC) inspires and prepares young 
people to succeed in a global economy. 
Through learning experiences taught by 
volunteer role models, we equip students with 
essential knowledge and skills. Our vision is 
for young people to develop the skillset and 
mindset to build thriving communities.

Programs and Pathways
JAGFC’s volunteer-delivered, youth-
centered programs foster work readiness, 
entrepreneurship, and financial literacy skills. 
With the help of community and business 
partners, we connect students to role models, 
resources, and real-world experiences. Youth 
are inspired to dream big and reach their  
full potential.

Core Values

• Believe in the boundless potential of young 
people to be future leaders 

• Inspire curiosity through education and 
exposure to possibilities

• Teach and model skills that help to build a 
more inclusive and equitable community
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Total Revenue 
 $1,297,228

Financial Summary 2021-2022 

Greater  
Danbury Area

Bethel
Brookfield
Danbury
Monroe

New Fairfield
New Milford

Newtown
Redding

Ridgefield
Sherman

Wilton

Valley 
Area

Ansonia
Derby

Seymour
Shelton

Lower 
Fairfield Area

Darien
Greenwich

New Canaan
Norwalk
Stamford
Weston

Greater 
Bridgeport Area 

Bridgeport
Easton

Fairfield
Stratford
Trumbull
Westport

Service Territory

*Service territory shows where we can provide program.  
The towns and schools receiving services vary from year to year.

*Includes non-functional expense  
for JA USA program license

Total Expenses  
$1,284,568

Foundations 
26%

Special 
Events 

32%

Corporate 
15.5%

Individual
7.5%

Government
8%

Other 
11%

Program Services*
78%

Management 
& General

13%

Fund 
Development

9%
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Junior Achievement addresses the opportunity 
gap and systemic disparities for students through 
access to quality educational opportunities and 
resources, with a focus on career exploration, 
leadership and life skills, and financial literacy. 
Our organization emphasizes solutions that 
help break the poverty cycle and achieve lasting, 
positive change. Junior Achievement takes three 
approaches to help address economic inequity:

1) Increase financial security through financial literacy

2) Narrow the income gap through career and 
work readiness

3) Level the playing field through entrepreneurship

JA programs are proven to give students the 
tools they need to increase their chances of 
achieving economic security as adults. These 
skills will not only improve young people’s lives, 
but they will also bolster their families, their 
communities, and our nation.

Impact

Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion

441 
Volunteers

46,876
Contact 
Hours*

58
 Schools/

Organizations 
Served

Students 
by Age Group

Total Number  
of Students: 

13,706

29%

29%

42%

Middle 
School

Elementary 
School

High 
School

*According to student eligibility for free or reduced-price meals as 
reported by the Connecticut State Department of Education

2021-22 Student Demographics 

• Native American: 0%
• Asian: 4%
• Black or African American: 17%
• Hispanic or Latinx: 43%
• Hawaiian/Pacific Islander: 0%
• Multi-Racial: 3%
• White: 33%

• 53% Low to Moderate Income*

According to a 2022 third-party study of  
JA alums conducted by Ipsos:

• Ninety percent of JA alums say it exposed 
them to different ways of thinking, 89% say it 
motivated them to succeed in their professional 
lives, and 88% say JA widened their horizons.

• More than half (56%) say they are currently 
in a career or job, or have worked in a similar 
position, to the one their JA volunteer had.

• Strong majorities of JA alums report that JA 
played an important role in believing they 
can achieve their goals (90%), their personal 
development (87%), and gave them confidence 
in new situations (85%).

*Total amount of JA instructional time with students



Through partnerships with schools, businesses, 
and community organizations, we connect 
young people to role models, resources, and 
real-world experiences.

Manufacturing Career Awareness Seminar: 
In October 2021, JA hosted our first annual 
Manufacturing Career Awareness Seminar  
in partnership with The WorkPlace. Local 
high school students heard from various 
manufacturing leaders in our state, including 
ManufactureCT, Sikorsky, and Bigelow Tea 
about this high-growth industry. Participants 
also had the chance to ask questions about 
potential career opportunities. 

Financial Literacy Day: In April 2022, all 
ninth and tenth grade students in Stratford 
participated in our annual Financial Literacy 
Day, where students explored the true cost 
of car ownership. With the help of their JA 
business volunteers from JPMorgan Chase, 
students calculated the monthly expenses 
associated with owning a car and made 
financial planning decisions based on their 
findings. 
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Program Highlights “I would like to be a Physician Assistant, 
but I really didn’t know where to start. 
The presenters coming here gave me an 
opportunity to learn more about what I 
want to do and pushed me more. Hearing 
about it makes me feel better about what 
I want to do.” 
Student - Shanice, Fairchild Wheeler 
Interdistrict Magnet High School

“The students really appreciated the 
college section about how much it costs. 
Some of the 10th and 11th graders said 
that they had never even talked about 
that with their parents before, and the 
program made them realize that they 
needed to start talking about things now.” 
Educator - Vanessa Fasanella,  
Fairchild Wheeler Interdistrict  
Magnet High School

“It teaches them young that in order for 
the dreams and possibilities to happen, 
you need to work hard, save a lot of 
money for that goal, and plan, plan, plan!” 
Educator 

“The lessons were fun, interactive and 
engaging for students. They made a huge 
impact on the students, and my students 
were sad to see the program end.” 
Educator - Jaclyn D’Amato, Stillmeadow 
Elementary School
  

“As a long-standing JA volunteer – and 
as a former achiever myself – I can 
attest to the quality of JA programs 
and their positive impact on students. 
The interaction between students and 
volunteers creates personal connections 
and brings the material to life. The 
volunteers serve as role models that 
enable students to envision themselves 
as successful adults. The combination of 
world-class content and skilled, dedicated 
volunteers brings experiential learning to 
our next generation.” 
Volunteer/Board Member - 
Tina Foraker-Blackwell 
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“I am glad I was able to learn about 
the expenses that come with buying 

a car. This information will be very 
helpful in the future.” 

– Danielle, Bunnell High School Student



Junior Achievement of Greater Fairfield County – Annual Report 2021-2022

6

Board of Directors
Chair - Michael Steinharter

Vice Chair - Corey Wilson, VP, Diversity & 
Inclusion, Prudential Annuities

Treasurer - Craig Winslow, President &  
Chief Credit Officer, Mountain Ridge Capital

Secretary - Lynn Padell

President - Bernadine Venditto,  
Junior Achievement of Greater Fairfield County

Michele Bonvicini, Director of Community 
Relations, Union Savings Bank

Terri-Ann Dautzenberg, Partner, PwC

Peter Fazekas, Director of Public Relations,  
Aquarion Water Company

Tina Foraker-Blackwell

Andrew Gold, SVP & Chief Human  
Resources Officer, Pitney Bowes 

David Howard, Managing Partner, EY

H. Michael Keden, Managing Director,  
JPMorgan Chase

Barbara Keegan, Senior Vice President,  
Wells Fargo Bank

Patrick Lorent, Vice President, M&T Bank

Sonia Malloy, Owner/President, SPLURGE

Arthur Mintzer

Renee Molnar, Partner, KPMG LLP

Robert Salaga, Vice President, Strategic  
Account Executive, Alight Solutions

Laura Sheehy, Chief Human Resources Officer,  
Odyssey Logistics & Technology

Melanie Strout, Director of Civic Engagement, 
University of Bridgeport

Marissa Weidner, Chief Corporate  
Responsibility Officer, Webster Bank

Karen Zeilnhofer, Managing Director, 
Independence & Conflicts Network, Deloitte LLP

Board of Directors, Emeritus Board, and Committees

Emeritus Board
Cosmo Alberico, Odyssey 
Logistics & Technology
William Brasser
Ronald Faanes
Leo Hansen	
George Logan, Aquarion  
Water Company
Bud McDonald, EY
D. Robert Morris, Pullman  
& Comley LLC
Traci Morris, BGRS
Tom Quindlen, Synchrony
Thomas Santa, Santa Energy 
Corporation
Robert Scinto, R.D. Scinto, Inc.
Ugo Zullo

Committees
Executive Committee
Tina Foraker-Blackwell

Arthur Mintzer

Lynn Padell

Robert Salaga, Alight Solutions

Michael Steinharter

Corey Wilson,  
Prudential Annuities

Craig Winslow,  
Mountain Ridge Capital

Strategy Committee 
Chair: Arthur Mintzer

Tina Foraker-Blackwell

Lynn Padell

Michael Steinharter

Corey Wilson,  
Prudential Annuities

Education Committee 
Chair: Tina Foraker-Blackwell

Terri-Ann Dautzenberg, PwC

Mike Guarnieri

David Howard, EY

Laura Sheehy, Odyssey 
Logistics & Technology

Marketing Committee 
Chair: Michele Bonvicini,  
Union Savings Bank
Peter Fazekas, Aquarion  
Water Company
Lia Martino, M&T Bank

Marissa Weidner,  
Webster Bank

Finance Committee 
Chair: Craig Winslow, 
Mountain Ridge Capital
Jessica Ficarra,  
Terex Corporation 

Barbara Keegan,  
Wells Fargo Bank

Renee Molnar, KPMG LLP 

Board Development 
Committee 
Chair: Lynn Padell

Barbara Keegan,  
Wells Fargo Bank 

Andrew Gold, Pitney Bowes 

Patrick Lorent, M&T Bank

Sonia Malloy, SPLURGE

Mike Steinharter

Melanie Strout,  
University of Bridgeport

Lower Fairfield County 
Advisory Board  
Chair: Sonia Malloy, SPLURGE

Philip J. Baity, JPMorgan Chase

Trevor Bradley,  
Robinson + Cole

Veronica DiLullo,  
P-TECH Norwalk

Mike Guarnieri

Tony Sanches

Al Schenck, KeyBank
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Legacy Club 
($30,000+)
City of Bridgeport
Frederick A. DeLuca  
  Foundation, Inc.
Odyssey Logistics 
  and Technology
Pitney Bowes Foundation
Tom and Michele Quindlen
Raymond P. Lavietes 
  Foundation
Synchrony
United Way of Coastal 
  Fairfield County
Valley Community 
  Foundation
Webster Bank
Wells Fargo

Executive Club 
($20,000 - $29,999)
Citi Treasury & 
  Trade Solutions
Michael E. DeDomenico
Louis J. Casale Jr. Charitable 
  Foundation Inc.
Sidley Austin LLP
TJX Foundation
Union Savings Bank 
  Foundation

Entrepreneur Club  
($10,000 - $19,999)
Aquarion Water Company
ASML
Bank of America Corporation
Boehringer Ingelheim 
  Cares Foundation
Bridgeport Caribe 
  Youth Leaders
CapitalOne
City of Danbury
FactSet
Fairfield County’s 
  Community Foundation
Fieldpoint Private
Iroquois Gas Transmission
JP Morgan Chase Bank
Katharine Matthies 
  Foundation, Bank of 
  America, N.A., Trustee
KPMG LLP
Lockheed Martin

Lumina Foundation
M&T Charitable Foundation
Mediant Communications Inc.
PwC
John and Patricia Rayner
Santa Energy Corporation
United Way of Western 
  Connecticut
WillowTree, LLC

JA Champion 
($1,000 - $9,999)
Abrigo, Inc.
Accounting Resources, Inc.
Cosmo J. Alberico
The Albert Wadsworth 
  and Helen Clark Meserve 
  Memorial Fund
Albourne America LLC
Anonymous
Ansonia Public Schools
Aon
Ross Bacarella
Bank of Ireland
The Barden Foundation Inc.
Bill Bassett
Baystate Financial
Bedoukian Research Inc.
BGRS
Joseph Boateng
William and Kimberly 
  Brasser
BTX Logistics
Amy Cameron
Carstensen Memorial  
  Foundation
Alberto Casellas
Charity Golf International
Chase Rewards
City of Shelton
Edward C. Cronin
CUNA Mutual Group  
  Foundation
Terri-Ann Dautzenberg
Harold J. Dean
Deloitte & Touche LLP
Derby-Shelton Rotary Club
Brian Doubles
Equifax
The Ernest and Joan 
  Trefz Foundation
Eversource
EY
Fairfield University

Financial Advisory Network LLC
FinTron
Tina Foraker-Blackwell
FTI Consulting
Garafalo Markets, LLC
George A. & Grace L.  
  Long Foundation, Bank of 
  America, N.A., Co-Trustee
Global Jet Capital
Scott Goldenberg
Ramsey Goodrich
Sam Greenberg
Michael Guarnieri
Leo and Janet Hansen
David Howard
Inspira Marketing
Ion Bank Foundation
Island Management, LLC
John Jones
Reginald L. Jones, III
Junior Achievement USA
Margaret Keane
H. Michael Keden
Klein Family Foundation
Ronald S. Kubick
Paul Kuehner
James Lesko
Linde
Patrick Lorent
Mabel Burchard Fischer 
  Grant Foundation
Sonia Malloy
Steven Margolis
Matthew L.  Greer Children’s 
  Foundation
Christopher A. Merrill
Merrill Lynch
Metro Business Systems, Inc.
Arthur Mintzer
Renee Molnar
Robert Morris
Traci Morris
William Murray
Maran Nalluswami
Near & Far Aid Association, Inc.
Joseph F. Nemia
Newtown Savings Bank
Olympus Partners
Patriot Bank
Patripabre Capital LLC
Peckham Family Foundation
Pelham S2K
Frank Pelli
Pequot Running Club Inc.

Peralta Design
Leslie Plaskon
Dennis B. Poster
Prime Financial Services
Pullman & Comley
R.C. Bigelow Inc.
R.D. Scinto, Incorporated
Nick Racanelli
Really Good Stuff
The Richard D. Donchian
  Foundation
Robinson & Cole
Andrew Salter
Thomas and MaryLynn  
  Santa
Savings Bank of Danbury
Bart Schaller
Howard Schiff
Christina Selby
Michael Steinharter
Matthew Susser
TD Bank
TD Charitable Foundation
Terex Corporation
William Tobia
The Weller Foundation, 
  Incorporated
United Healthcare Services
Bernadine Venditto
Timothy Vigneaux
Lucie Voves
Craig Watchmaker
Brian Wenzel
Paul Whynott
Craig Winslow
Yale New Haven Health

For a complete list of 
donors, please visit our 
website. jagfc.org/donors/

Endowments & 
Scholarship Funds
Dr. George R. Dunbar 
  Endowment Fund
Raymond P. Lavietes 
  Endowment Fund
Karen Colangelo Memorial 
  Scholarship Fund
John & Patricia Rayner 
  Scholarship Fund

ContributorsBoard of Directors, Emeritus Board, and Committees



Engagement Opportunities

Volunteer your time in-person  
or virtually and engage  

with students

Give your financial support and 
help young people to succeed

Join a committee or  
advisory board and help  

advance our mission

835 Main Street
Bridgeport, CT 06604
203-382-0180 
ja@jagfc.org

www.jagfc.org

C O N N E C T  W I T H  J A

I M PA C T  O U R  CO M M U N I T Y  |  E M P OWE R  T H E  F UTU R E  |  C H A N G E  A  L I F E


